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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1956 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  Falmouth  during  1956. 

Falmouth  is  a health  resort  and  conditions  in  Falmouth 
must  be  judged  by  health  resort  standards  which  are 
necessarily  higher  than  anything  one  can  expect  in,  say,  the 
Black  Country.  Even  by  the  higher  standards  however, 
Falmouth  comes  out  very  well.  The  Vital  Statistics  for  many 
years  past  have  in  almost  every  respect  been  much  better  than 
those  for  the  United  Kingdom  as  a whole.  Recently  a new 
yardstick  of  health  has  attracted  attention,  the  perinatal  death 
rate  about  which  I have  written  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
By  this  yardstick  Falmouth  does  not  show  up  quite  so  well, 
chiefly  due  to  high  figures  in  1952  and  1954.  We  were  all 
conscious  that  though  a great  deal  of  progress  has  been  made 
there  was  still  much  to  be  done  so  this  new  index  only  con- 
firms what  we  already  knew. 

I am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  expressing  once 
more  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
my  appreciation  of  their  consideration  and  support  and  my 
thanks  to  Mr.  Sweet  and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operaton 
throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant. 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FALMOUTH 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  1956 


Area  in  acres  

Estimated  population  1956 
Inhabited  houses  1956  ... 
Inhabited  houses  1931  ... 


1,893 

16.500  (16,490) 

5,052 
2,916 


Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  

Product  of  penny  rate 

Houses  built  or  building  since  1945  

Families  on  waiting  list  for  houses 
Inhabited  houses  left  from  1935  slum  clearance 


£296,936 
£1,191  10  9 
820  (759) 
511  (538) 


^scheme  ...  , 

Rainfall  1956 

Rainfall,  average  of  past  80  years 
Sunshine  1956 

Sunshine,  average  of  past  80  years 


85  (85) 

inches  37.3  (41.3) 
inches  43.9 
hours  1745.8  (1913.7) 
hours  1697.8 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Males  131  (116)  Females  128  (120) 
Registrar  General’s  Area  Compara- 
bility Factor  

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 

Falmouth  

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales  


Still  Births 

Males  4 (5)  Females  3 (2) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 

Falmouth  

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 
England  and  Wales  


Deaths 

Males  1 1 1 (108)  Females  95  (1  17) 
Registrar  General’s  Area  Compara- 
bitity  Factor— Falmouth 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 

Falmouth  

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales  


Total  259  (236) 


1.08 

(1.08) 

17.0 

(14.9) 

15.6 

(15.0) 

Total  7 

(7) 

26.3 

(21.8) 

23.0 

(23.2) 

Total  206 

(225) 

0.87 

(0.87) 

10.9 

(11.9) 

11.7 

(11.7) 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 


Males  1 (1)  Females  3 (1) 

Total 

4 

(2) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
births — Falmouth 

live 

15.4 

(8.5) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
births — England  and  Wales 

live 

23.8 

(28.4) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

Males  0 (1)  Females  3 (1) 

Total 

3 

(2) 

Year 

1936 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  SINCE  1936 

Infant 

Mortality 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Rate 

12.8  14.4  46.2 

1937 

15.3 

14.3 

52.0 

1938 

12.3 

13.6 

59.5 

1939 

\,  . 

13.7 

14.8 

58.5 

1940 

13.1 

13.4 

49.8 

1941 

16.5 

12.6 

36.9 

1942 

16.2 

13.6 

41.7 

1943 

i*  • 

18.6 

14.6 

56.6 

1944 

20.4 

13.9 

53.3 

1945 

20.0 

14.1 

16.5 

1946 

20.4 

13.5 

33.6 

1947 

18.6 

12.7 

23.0 

1948 

15.6 

12.9 

26.4 

1949 

16.4 

14.6 

46.9 

1950 

14.8 

11.1 

33.3 

1951 

15.1 

10.8 

33.2 

1952 

w • • 

14.4 

9.5 

26.3 

1953 

15.9 

10.6 

15.9 

1954 

14.9 

12.1 

30.6 

1955 

14.9 

11.9 

8.5 

1956 

17.0 

10.9 

15.4 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

2 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases  

0 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections  

0 

1 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

7 

8 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

7 

4 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

4 

4 

6 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

18 

21 

26 

13 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

0 

2 

Diabetes  

0 

1 

4 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

28 

35 

40 

30 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

27 

31 

24 

28 

Hypertension  and  heart  disease 

6 

10 

9 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

38 

42 

43 

49 

Other  circulatory  disease  

8 

6 

4 

4 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  

6 

2 

5 

9 

Bronchitis  

8 

12 

8 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

5 

5 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach — Duodenum 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

8 

5 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

3 

1 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations  

0 

2 

0 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

20 

22 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

0 

1 

0 

0 

All  other  accidents 

3 

4 

3 

7 

Suicide  

2 

0 

2 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  cases 

203 

230 

225 

206 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M.  F.  Total 


0" 

1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

1—  4 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

5—14 

0 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

15—24 

0 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(1) 

25—44 

6 

(7) 

3 

(3) 

9 

(10) 

45—64 

...  35 

(27) 

15 

(25) 

50 

(52) 

65—74 

...  34 

(37) 

24 

(29) 

58 

(66) 

75" 

...  35 

(34) 

49 

(59) 

84 

(93) 

68.9’%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 


40.8%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  75  years  of  age. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  again  re- 
markably low.  So  too  was  the  Death  Rate  while  the  Birth 
Rate  was  higher  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  nine  years.  The 
natural  increase  in  population  was  53  whereas  the  Registrar 
General  estimates  that  the  actual  increase  was  only  10. 


Attention  has  recently  been  given  to  what  is  called  the 
perinatal  death  rate  which  in  addition  to  providing  a very 
sensitive  index  of  the  prevailing  sanitary  conditions,  would 
probably  afford  evidence  of  any  harmful  effects  of  the 
increasingly  frequent  nuclear  explosions  with  which  the  world 
is  being  plagued  at  present.  The  perinatal  index  is  arrived 
at  by  adding  the  number  of  stillbirths  to  the  neonatal  deaths, 
i.e.,  deaths  occuring  within  the  first  4 weeks  of  life,  multiplying 
by  1,000  and  dividing  by  the  sum  of  the  still  and  live  births. 
As  the  Falmouth  figures  by  themselves  are  very  small  for 
statistical  purposes  I have  made  a table  showing  the  annual 
figures  over  a period  of  5 years  for  the  3 Boroughs  and  the 
Rural  District  in  this  Health  Area  and  have  added  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison  the  figures  for  the  County  of  Corwall 
and  the  perinatal  death  rate  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Mid  1956 


Popu-  Quin 

lation  Quen- 


Falmouth  M.B. 

16.500 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

ium 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

5 

2 

6 

2 

3 

18 

b.  Still  Births 

9 

7 

10 

7 

7 

40 

c.  Live  Births 

228 

252 

229 

236 

259 

1204 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

59.1 

34.7 

66.9 

37.0 

37.6 

46.6 

Penryn  M.B. 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

4.330 

2 

1 

2 

4 

0 

9 

b.  Still  Births 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

c.  Live  Births 

81 

72 

89 

98 

65 

405 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

59.5 

27.4 

33.3 

60.0 

15.2 

41.2 

Truro  M.B. 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

13,510 

9 

5 

3 

5 

5 

27 

b.  Still  Births 

10 

7 

4 

5 

4 

30 

c.  Live  Births 

193 

189 

190 

176 

199 

947 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

93.6 

61.2 

36.0 

55.2 

44.3 

58.4 

Truro  R.D. 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

26,690 

8 

8 

3 

6 

4 

29 

b.  Still  Births 

4 

8 

15 

9 

10 

46 

c.  Live  Births 

355 

343 

355 

322 

374 

1749 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

33.4 

45.6 

48.6 

45.3 

36.5 

41.8 

Health  Area 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

61,030 

24 

16 

14 

17 

12 

83 

b.  Still  Births 

26 

23 

30 

23 

22 

124 

c.  Live  Births 

857 

856 

863 

832 

897 

4305 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

56.6 

44.4 

49.3 

46.8 

37.0 

44.7 

Cornwall 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

338,760 

106 

98 

60 

93 

89 

446 

b.  Still  Births 

115 

118 

155 

131 

134 

653 

c.  Live  Births 

4881 

4785 

4780 

4422 

4720 

23588 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

44.2 

44.1 

43.6 

49.2 

45.9 

45.3 

England  and  Wales 

Perinatal  Death  Rate 

40.6 

40.0 

40.9 

40.1 

39.4 

40.2 

d=(a  + b)  1000 
b + c 


The  Falmouth  figures  are  fairly  satisfactory  though  the 
quinquenial  rate  is  well  above  that  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
It  is  comforting  to  note  that  the  figures  for  this  year  and  last 
are  better  than  average  and  it  is  clear  that  up  to  the  present 
there  have  been  no  adverse  effects  due  to  man-made  radi- 
ations. 
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The  death  of  a girl  of  5 was  due  to  a home  accident. 

Of  the  deaths  between  25  and  44  years,  3 were  due  to 
accidents,  2 to  Asthma,  1 to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 to 
Heart  diseases  and  one  to  cancer. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung,  nor  from  Leukaemia,  another  disease  in  which  increases 
during  recent  years  have  been  attributed  to  the  effects  of 
radiation. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 
i . Clinics 

Infant  Welfare.  Attendances  2,362  (2,479)  Sessions  96 


Average  per  session  24.6 

DENTAL  Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers 

Inspected  ...  ...  42  (44) 

Pre-School  School 

Children  Children 

84  (93)  3,300  (2,740) 

Offered  treatment 

41 

(44) 

80  (93) 

2,227  (2,203) 

Treated 

41 

(44) 

80  (93) 

1,100 

(1,036) 

Attendances 

228 

(220) 

212  (228) 

2,140  (2,271) 

Made  dentally  fit 

41 

(40) 

115  (94) 

1,179 

(1,102) 

2.  Ambulance  Service 

1954 

1955 

1956 

■Ambulances 

2 

2 

2 

Utilecons 

. 

2 

2 

2 

Patients  carried — Ambulances 

2,393 

2,814 

2,236 

Patients  carried — Utilecons 

7,617 

6,917 

6,702 

Patients  carried — Hospital 

Car 

Service 

1,261 

1,079 

1,325 

Miles  travelled — Ambulances  .. 

21,684 

25,233 

23.643 

Miles  travelled — Utilecons 

. . 

40,083 

39,654 

40,297 

Miles  travelled — Hospital 

Car 

Service 

9,517 

7,085 

6,222 

3.  Home  Help  Service 

Help  was  given  in  their  own  homes  to  15  (17)  mater- 
nity and  82  (64)  other  cases. 

This  service  continues  to  grow  though  the  demand 
is  slackening  due,  to  some  extent,  to  the  high  scale  of 
charges.  This  is  a nationally  accepted  scale  but  if,  as 
seems  likely,  it  is  so  high  as  to  deter  people  asking  for 
help  that  they  really  need  I think  it  should  be  reviewed. 

4.  After-Care  Grants 

A grant  of  free  extra  nourishment  was  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician  to  2 sufferers 
from  tuberculosis. 
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5.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined 
and  reported  on  24  samples  of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 


6.  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting 


1954 

1955 

1956 

General  cases  nursed 

250 

602 

683 

General  nursing  visits  ... 

6,737 

6,375 

8,115 

Midwifery  cases  , 

164 

169 

169 

Midwifery  visits  

3,401 

4,240 

3,783 

Ante-natal  visits  

1,434 

1,787 

1,595 

Health  visits  to  children  under  5 years 

7,120 

8,174 

7,786 

Visits  to  elderly  people  

3,438 

3,923 

5,461 

Miss  E.  J.  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing 
Officer,  reports  : — 

During  the  year  the  number  of  midwifery  cases 
delivered  at  home  was  181  giving  an  average  of  45  cases 
per  nurse.  This  work  together  with  the  general  nursing 
cases  made  the  hours  of  work  extremely  heavy.  To  ease 
the  situation  an  appeal  was  made  for  paid  help  to  be 
given  by  members  of  voluntary  organisations  particu- 
larly interested  in  nursing.  The  people  engaged  gave 
routine  bed  baths  to  aged  infirm  folk  who  had  no  relatives 
able  to  perform  this  service  for  them.  There  was  a fairly 
good  response  but  there  is  still  scope  for  a considerable 
increase  in  this  service. 


The  health  visitors  work  with  the  elderly  continues 
to  increase.  They  made  preliminary  investigations  con- 
cerning the  number  of  people  who  Would  use  a “Meals 
on  Wheels  Service.”  Provided  the  cost  was  not  heavy 
between  30-40  people  said  they  would  welcome  and 
support  such  a scheme. 


Miss  E.  K.  Sherford  retired  in  November  after  more 
than  22  years  as  a Queen’s  District  Nurse /Midwife  in 
Falmouth.  No  one  more  fully  deserves  a long  and  happy 
retirement.  Miss  Sherford  never  spared  herself  and  her 
work  was  always  of  a very  high  standard. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Age  Dysentery  Scarlet  Whooping  Measles 

Group  Fever  Cough 


- 1 
1-  2 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

. 

■ 

— 

4 

29 

4 

48 

3-  4 



2 

— 

4 

1 

57 

41 

5-  9 

...  1 — 

4 

5 

1 

6 

116 

1 14 

10-14 



— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

15-24 

25+ 

...  — — 

— 

— 

— 

” ■■ 

1 

2 

4 

1 — 

6 

5 

5 

8 

209 

219 

Totals  1 

11 

13 

428 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Puer- 

Post- 

Acute 

peral 

Food 

Para 

Infectious 

Pneumonia  Pyrexia  Poisoning 

Typhoid 

- 5 
5-14 

M F 

M F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 — 

1 — 
— 1 

. 







15-44 

45-64 

65+ 

...  — — 

1 — 

1 — 

2 1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

...  — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

5 2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Total  1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

There  was  no  poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  Early  in 
1956  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided  to  offer  vaccination 
against  this  disease  to  all  children  born  in  and  between  the 
years  1947  to  1954.  In  Falmouth  there  were  1971  children 
in  this  age  group.Circulars  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  all 
of  them  and  401  consents  to  vaccination  were  received. 
Unfortunately  a very  small  supply  of  vaccine  was  forthcom- 
ing and  it  was  only  possible  to  give  2 doses  of  vaccine  to 
67  children  while  1 was  given  a single  dose. 
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Food  Poisoning 

The  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  not  connected. 
One  was  due  to  something  eaten  or  drunk  in  Falmouth, 
probably  at  the  restaurant  at  which  she  was  employed.  The 
other  was  almost  certainly  due  to  impure  drinking  water 
drunk  elsewhere. 


Para  Typhoid  Fever 

The  patient  with  this  disease  had  recently  been  in 
Baghdad  were  she  doubtless  got  her  infection. 


Dysentery 

No  causative  organism  was  discovered  and  I am  inclined 
to  think  this  was  in  fact  a mild  case  of  food  poisoning. 


Acute  Encephalitis 

This  rather  uncommon  sequel  of  acute  infectious  disease 
followed  an  infection  with  mumps.  In  itself  it  is  not  an 
infectious  condition. 


Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1956.  During  the 
year  182  children  under  5 and  38  older  children  were  im- 
munised, 270  received  booster  doses. 

On  the  31st  December,  1956  there  were  881  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 year  and  5 years  in  Falmouth  and  of 
these  581  or  65.9%  had  been  immunised.  This  figure  is 
still  far  too  low.  Unfortunately  too  many  mothers  require 
the  stimulus  of  immediate  danger  before  they  will  take  the 
trouble  to  get  their  children  protected.  It  was  fully  expected 
that  the  offer  of  free  protection  against  whooping  cough  in 
addition  to  diphtheria  would  attract  mothers  but  in  fact  it 
has  made  little  difference. 


Smallpox 


There  were  no  cases  of  this 

disease  during 

1956. 

Under  1 

U 

2-4  5-14 

15" 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  ...  23 

61 

15  13 

30 

142 

Number  re-vaccinated  ...  — 

— 

— 6 

38 

44 

13 


Tuberculosis 


Deaths 


New  Cases 


Non  Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Age  Group 

- 5 

5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  + 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

1 1 

1 3 

2 — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

— — 

5 

4 

— 1 

2 — 

— — 

Total 

9 

1 

2 

— 

On  the  31st  December,  1956  there  were  146  (149)  cases 
of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  of  which  134  (134)  were  pul- 
monary. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Falmouth  during 
1956  but  examinations  were  restricted  to  school  children  of 
whom  352  were  examined.  Among  these  no  active  case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  other  significant  disease  of  the 
chest  was  discovered. 

At  the  end  of  1956  1062  children  had  been  vaccinated 
with  B.C.G.  Of  this  number  227  were  contacts  of  known 
cases  of  tuberculosis  and  835  were  dealt  with  under  the 
scheme  for  school  leavers. 
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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1956 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Falmouth 


i 13th  August,  1957 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  which 
deals  with  the  environmental  health  and  the  public  cleansing 
services  for  1956. 

Slum  Clearance  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
an  area  was  declared,  which  included  13  dwelling  houses 
besides  other  premises,  the  first  since  1937.  It  is  anticipated 
that,  under  existing  housing  standards,  slum  clearance  will 
be  completed  within  5 years. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  effect 
from  1st  January,  1956  and  steady  progress  has  been  made 
in  implementing  their  provisions.  In  some  businesses  heavy 
expenditure  is  being  incurred  to  meet  the  requirements  and 
with  staff  difficulties  especially  during  the  summer  holiday 
season,  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  remains  a matter  of 
concern.  In  my  report  I have  referred  to  the  desirability  of 
compulsory  registration  of  food  premises. 

Although  the  Minister  of  Health  supports  the  recom- 
mendation of  paid  pupillage  for  prospective  public  health 
inspectors,  there  has  not  been  a single  enquiry  for  over 
eight  years  from  which  the  conclusion  must  be  drawn  that 
the  inducement  and  rewards  of  the  profession  are  insuffici- 
ently attractive  to  prospective  entrants  despite  the  change  of 
designation  from  Sanitary  Inspector  to  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  an  important  task  of 
the  Health  Department  and  the  costs  of  this  service  compare 
favourably  with  the  average  of  other  seaside  holiday  resorts 
in  England  and  Wales. 


15 


My  report  would  be  incomplete  without  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  support  and  consideration  during  the  year 
and  I must  pay  tribute  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
willing  and  efficient  work  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  SWEET, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  B.  J.  Sweeney,  Borough  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  report : — 

The  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  is  Municipally 
owned. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  Gathering  Grounds  of 
gravel  and  peat  sub-soil,  thence  into  impounding  and 
settling  reservoirs.  The  water  is  subjected  to  sand  pressure 
filtration.  The  filtered  water  is  chlorinated  to  maintain  the 
required  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and  is  treated  with 
lime  to  correct  its  corrosive  tendency. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  are  done  monthly 
of  all  water  in  supply  and  the  raw  water  quarterly. 

The  water  supply  in  the  statutory  area  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

Two  major  projects  which  were  commenced  during 
the  latter  part  of  1954,  namely — the  new  million  gallon 
capacity  filtered  water  reservoir  and  the  new  gravity  main 
to  the  Docks,  have  been  completed. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a 
sedimentation  tank  and  chemical  house,  work  on  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  be  commenced  during  1957. 

During  1956,  the  average  daily  consumption  within  the 
statutory  area  of  supply  was  1,219,896  gallons. 

The  number  of  Trade  and  Domestic  Supplies  equals 
5.552. 
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Sewerage 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  disposal  is  now  by  sea  outfalls 
at  Middle  Point,  Gyllyngvase  and  Pennance  Point.  Work 
is  in  progress  on  the  construction  and  equipping  of  new 
ejector  stations  in  the  Borough. 

In  1955,  the  settling  tanks  and  rotary  filters  at  Swanvale 
were  replaced  with  sewage  storage  tanks.  There  have  been 
complaints  and  criticisms  of  the  open  channel  which  precedes 
the  entry  of  sewage  into  these  tanks.  This  open  channel 
is  only  39  yards  distant  from  the  nearest  house. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  who  suggest  that  the  channels  from 
the  outlet  end  of  the  grit  channels  to  the  tank  might  be 
covered  with  loose  slabs. 

The  Health  Committee  gave  further  consideration  to 
this  matter  in  December,  1956  when  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Council  request  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  send  a Medical  Officer 
to  inspect  the  works.  Pending  the  receipt  of  his  report,  the 
covering  of  the  channels  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

Drainage 

During  the  year,  87  new  drains  were  tested,  first  by 
means  of  Water  Test,  then  by  Smoke  Test  and  all  finally 
approved. 

In  addition,  1280  yards  of  6 inch  sewer,  370  yards. 
9 inch  sewer,  199  yards.  12  inch  sewer  and  19  yards  of 
4 inch  and  250  yards.  6 inch  surface  water  drains  at 
Dracaena  Avenue,  Boscawen,  Grovehill  and  Kelley  Road 
Housing  Estates,  Penmere  Place  and  Swanpool  were  tested 
and  approved. 

Of  the  40  drains  which  have  been  repaired,  there  is  no 
indication  of  the  time  spent  in  tracing  the  defects  and  course 
of  these  old  drains  and  the  value  of  proper  plans  cannot  be 
stressed  too  greatly. 

Six  premises  at  Oakland  Park  connected  to  one  cesspool, 
were  connected  to  the  main  sewer  at  the  expense  of  the 
Council. 

Closet  Accommodation 

With  the  exception  of  a very  small  number  of  Pail 
Closets  and  Privy  Middens  in  outside  areas,  all  are  on  the 
Water  Carriage  system  and  the  majority  are  connected  to 
the  Council’s  sewer. 
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There  are  154  premises  connected  to  138  Cesspools;  in 
addition,  five  caravan  sites  and  one  camping  site  are  each 
served  by  cesspools. 

87  of  the  144  cesspools  are  emptied  by  an  approved 
type  of  Cesspool  Emptier.  The  other  57  cesspools  are  con- 
structed on  the  soakaway  system. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dwelling  Houses 

Inspections 

, Inspected  for  housing  defects 

. . . 

284 

Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease 

39 

Rooms  disinfected  and  disinfested  ... 

• • > 

179 

Inspections  of  Waterclosets  

. . 

69 

Inspections  of  Common  Passages 

. . 

34 

Inspections  of  new  houses  

127 

Drainage 

Sewerage  Inspections  

19 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  

682 

Water  Tests  applied  to  drains 

124 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains 

128 

New  drains  approved  after  test 

87 

New  drains  disapproved  

17 

,01d  drains  tested  

7 

New  interceptors  fixed  

48 

New  gullies  fixed  ,... 

314 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Activities 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  

20 

Public  Conveniences  

162 

Drinking  Fountains  

4 

Tips  

190 

Rat  Destruction 

1,867 

Visits  to  Salvage  Depot 

34 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  

20 

Visits  to  Swanvale  Sewerage  Farm  ,... 

13 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites 

54 

Visits  to  Farms  

19 

Visits  to  Piggeries  

10 

1 Visits  to  Pet  Shops  

1 

Visits  re  Local  Land  Charges 

9 

Visits  to  Schools 

2 

Visits  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons 

16 

Inspections  of  Swanpool  

31 

Inspections  re  Shops  Act 

. . , 

60 

Inspections  of  Beaches i... 

5 

District  Inspections  

18 

18 


Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  2 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  69 

Interviews  with  Chairman  23 

Interviews  with  applicants  for  Council  houses  29 

Interviews  and  Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ...  8 

Interviews  re  Collection  of  Refuse  13 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  31 

/Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  ...  ...  16 

Interviews  with  Builders  ...  >. ..  ...  71 

Interviews  with  Architects  10 

Interviews  re  Shops  Act  17 

Attendances  at  Committees  45 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

DweUing  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  21 

Eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  repaired 13 

Walls  repaired  23 

Windows  repaired  6 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested 117 

(Floors  relaid  or  repaired  6 

Doors  repaired  5 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  8 

Defective  flues  and  fireplaces  repaired  ...  1 

Waterclosets,  etc. 

Defective  waterclosets  repaired  8 

Defective  hopper  pans  replaced  by  wash-downs  6 

Additional  waterclosets  provided  ...  ...  6 

Cesspools  emptied  870 

Pail  closets  abolished  4 

New  cesspools  built  7 

Cesspools  abolished  1 

Cesspools  reconstructed  1 

Drainage 

Soil  pipes  repaired  1 

New  sinks  provided  ...  1 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  14 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  40 

Obstructed  gullies  cleansed  4 

Obstructed  interceptors  cleansed  29 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  |...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  connected  to  main  sewer  ...  ...  6 

Manhole  covers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Siphon  traps  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilation  pipes  fixed 1 

Obstructed  watercourses  cleansed  1 
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Water  Supply 

Water  services  repaired  ...  5 

Flush  cisterns  repaired 3 

Water  fountains  repaired  2 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  3 

Statutory  Notices  issued  2 

Preliminary  Notices  given  181 

Local  Land  Charges  Supplementary  Enquiries  199 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  1,141 

Total  Inspections  made 5,437 


FACTORIES  ACl,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

W ritten 
Notices 

Occ- 

upiers 

prose- 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

27 

55 

(it)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enfo'^ced 
by  the  Local  Author- 
ity   ... 

51 

102 

1 

(tit)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

3 

10 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

81 

167 

2 

— 

20 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


N umber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Particulars 

Found 

"lemedied 

Ref( 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l.)  

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3.)  



- 

--  - 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.)  





___ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

1 

1 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  

1 

1 

_ 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes  

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork)  

7 

6 

1 

TOTAL  

11 

10 

— 

1 

— 

Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

There  were  no  infestations  of  bed  bugs  reported ; fleas 
are  the  most  common  form  of  vermin  and  20  houses  were 
disinfested. 

3 premises  were  treated  for  cockroaches  ; 2 were  treated 
for  house  flies  ; 2 against  a plague  of  flies  identified  as 
Thaumatomyia  notata  Mg. 

In  addition,  Gyllyngvase  Beach  and  Swanpool  Beach 
were  treated  against  flies  breeding  in  sea  weed. 

Rodent  Control 

In  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  183  cases  were  dealt  with,  114  in  respect  of 
brown  rats  and  69  in  respect  of  mice.  There  were  no  infes- 
tations of  black  rats. 

The  baits  used  for  prebaiting  were  191  lbs.  of  Sausage 
Rusk  and  268  lbs.  Oatmeal  and  for  poisoning.  Arsenic,  Zinc 
Phosphide,  Antu  and  Warfarin  were  the  chief  agents. 
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Based  on  the  actual  “takes  of  Poison”  it  is  estimated 
that  1,161  rats  and  1,294  mice  were  killed.  254  dead  rodents 
were  picked  up. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewers,  which  resulted  in  an  estimated  kill 
of  100  included  in  the  above  total. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministi7  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  Infestation  Control  Division 
and  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Committee,  Pest  Department. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  and 
methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food’s  recommen- 
dations, including  poisoning. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Rodent  Operatives  of 
Falmouth  Docks  and  Engineering  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Silley, 
Cox  and  Co.,  to  attend  an  Instructional  Course  at  Truro, 
arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year : — 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Complaints  ...  189 

Inspections  1 ,867 

Premises  treated  by  poison 193 

Premises  trapped  ..  — 

Premises  gassed  ...  1 

Manholes  baited  90 

Pre-baits  laid  4,370 

Poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.160 


Housing 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  built  42  houses 
which  brings  the  total  of  Council  houses  to  1,232.  19  houses 

were  built  privately. 

One  Slum  Clearance  area  was  officially  declared,  namely. 
Beacon  Street  and  Prince  Street,  and  the  Council  resolved  to 
secure  demolition  by  means  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

In  view  of  appeals  in  respect  of  two  of  the  premises,  a 
Public  Inquiry  will  be  held  in  January,  1957. 
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Four  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of  informal 
action,  two  of  which  were  demolished  because  of  their  danger- 
ous condition. 

As  a result  of  informal  action,  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  to  110  houses  and  to  7 after  formal  action. 

Two  Undertakings  have  been  accepted  under  Section  II 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Two  applications  have  been  received  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954, 
of  which  one  was  granted. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

As  requested  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  19/56  dated 
11th  December,  1956,  the  details  of  inspection  and  super- 
vision of  food  and  food  premises  are  as  set  out  below  : — 

(i)  Number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area : — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  27 

Butchers  17 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars,  etc 31 

Canteens  2 

Clubs  10 

Dairies  2 

Fish  Dealers  4 

Fish  Fryers  8 

Greengrocers  10 

Grocers  42 

Hotels,  Boarding  Houses,  etc 161 

Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes 4 

Hostels  1 

Ice  Cream  (Registered) 51 

Licensed  Premises  27 

Meat  Depot  1 

Miscellaneous  7 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Vehicles  6 

(ii)  Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Ice  Cream  (16  (1)  (a)) 

Manufacturers  5 

Wholesale  Storage  Depots 2 

Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 
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Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages,  or  potted, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  foods  (16  (1)  (b)) 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  2 

Pressed,  pickled  and  preserved 

meat  products  1 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — 1954 

No.  of  registered  dairies  2 


(iii) 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Number  of 


Type  of  Premises  Inspections 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners  ...  34 

Butchers  29 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars,  etc.  57 

Canteens  ► 4 

Dairies  7 

Fish  Dealers 14 

Fish  Fryers 17 

Greengrocers  10 

Grocers  53 

Hotels,  Boarding  Houses,  etc.  ...  24 

Ice  Cream 58 

Licensed  Premises II 

Meat  Depot  4 

Miscellaneous  61 

School  Canteens  16 

Vehicles  25 


School  Canteens  were  inspected  at  the  request  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  necessary  reports 
were  submitted  to  him. 


(iv)  Lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  given  to  : — 

Falmouth  and  District  Hotels  and  Restaurants 
Association. 

Falmouth  Parish  Church  Women’s  Fellowship. 
Business  and  Professional  Women’s  Guild 
Licensed  Victuallers’  Association. 

Penryn  and  Falmouth  Grocers’  Association. 
Women’s  Institute. 
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(v)  The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  collection 
by  the  Council  and  final  disposal  by  burial  at  the 
Council’s  controlled  tip. 

The  following  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  were  con- 


demned ; — 

Fowls  ..  •••  ••  106  lbs. 

Sausages  ..  107-lbs. 

Ham  130-lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  249-lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  ...  ...  465-lbs. 

Canned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  707-lbs. 

Canned  Milk  56-lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods...  90-lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  197-lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods 190-lbs. 


2,297-lbs. 


(vi)  No  special  examination  of  stocks  or  consignments  of 

food  were  necessary. 

(vii)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1947-52. 

i)  (Premises  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Only  one  of  the  five  manufacturers  registered 
is  still  making  ice  cream,  the  ingredients  being  heat 
treated  after  mixing. 

Of  the  44  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  only  29  sell  ice  cream,  all  of  which  is 
pre-packed. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  of 
ice  cream. 

ii)  Premises  exempt  from  registration. 

These  include  hotels,  restaurants  and  cinemas. 

There  is  one  manufacturer  who  uses  the  cold 
mix  method. 

There  are  36  other  premises  which  sell  ice 
cream. 

Hi)  Sampling. 

During  the  year  24  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  19 
were  certified  as  Grade  1 ; 3 as  Grade  2 and  2 as 
Grade  3. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955-6 

These  Regulations,  long  overdue,  and  handicapped  at 
their  commencement  by  the  co-incidence  of  the  revaluation 
of  business  premises  will  undoubtedly  serve  to  improve  the 
standard  of  food  hygiene. 


25 


Some  424  summaries  of  these  Regulations  were  sent  to 
the  occupiers  of  every  food  business  in  the  Borough  and  as 
the  result  of  many  requests  talks  were  given  to  trade  organ- 
isations and  other  interested  bodies. 

During  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  advice  has 
been  given  on  the  new  requirements  and  where  heavy 
expenditure  is  likely  to  be  necessary,  a two  or  three  stage 
programme  has  been  suggested. 

Where  the  business  calls  for  the  engagement  of  staff 
especially  during  the  holiday  season,  the  problem  of  finding 
suitable  staff  is  acute. 

A grave  weakness  in  food  legislation  is  that  premises 
can  be  opened  as  a food  business  without  reference  to  the 
local  authority  and  the  implementation  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  leads  to  difficulties  which  could  well  be 
avoided  by  the  compulsory  registration  of  all  food  businesses. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  working  of 
these  Acts  and  Regulations  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  E. 
Rundle,  Senior  Sampling  Officer,  Weights  and  Measures 
Department,  for  the  following  report ; — 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Articles  Sampled 

No. 

Sub- 

Taken 

Genuine  Standard 

Boned  Chicken  

1 

1 — 

Brandy  

1 

1 — 

Butter  

3 

3 — 

Butter  Cream  Sponge 

I 

1 — 

Chocolate  (Fullcream  Milk) 

1 

I — 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

I 

1 — 

Dripping 

1 

1 — 

Gin 

1 

1 — 

Lard  

2 

2 — 

Lemon  Cheese  

1 

1 — 

Milk  

62 

62  — 

Mincemeat  

1 

I 

Orange  Squash  

I 

I — 

Raisins  

1 

1 — 

Red  Currant  Jelly 

I 

1 — 

Rum  

2 

2 — 

Sausages  Pork 

1 

1 — 

Table  Jelly 

1 

I — 

Tea  

1 

1 

Whisky  

2 

2 — 

Totals  

86 

86  — 
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It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  samples  taken 
within  the  Borough  during  the  period  under  review  were 
found  to  be  genuine.The  milk  was  a very  good  quality  with 
fat  content  up  to  the  average  for  the  remainder  of  the  County 
as  a whole.  Two  complaints  concerning  milk  alleged  to  be 
sub-standard  were  investigated  but  in  neither  instance  was 
the  allegation  substantiated  by  the  quality  of  the  consequent 
sample. 

Public  Conveniences 

162  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  conveniences 
and  the  revenue  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1957,  was 
£1,179  3s.  6d. 

The  Conveniences  at  Swanpool  Beach  were  constructed 
during  the  year  and  opened  in  August. 

There  is  still  a temporary  Female  Convenience  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Pier  pending  the  construction  of  new  Male 
and  Female  Conveniences. 

List  of  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Borough 


Site 

Accommodation 

Females 

Males 

Greenbank  Gardens 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Market  Strand 

2 W.C’s 

Nil 

Nil 

Webber  Street 

5 W.C’s 

Nil 

Nil 

Moor 

Nil 

3 W.C’s 

14  Urinal  Stalls 

Custom  House  Quay 

4 W.C’s 

2 W.C’s 

5 Urinal  Stalls 

Castle  Hill 

Nil 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Castle  Drive 

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Cliff  Road  

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Gyllyngvase  Beach 

10  W.C’s 

4 W.C’s 

10  Urinal  Stalls 

Cemetery  

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

Swanpool  Beach 

3 W.C’s 

2 W.C’s 

1 Urinal  Stall 

Kimberley  Park 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Gyllyngdune  Gardens 

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

All  these  conveniences  are  cleansed  daily,  four  have  a 
Caretaker  for  9 hours  every  week-day  ; two  are  attended  in 
the  season  only. 

Shops  Act 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1950  and  during  the  year  made  an  Order 
under  Section  40  suspending  the  weekly  half-holiday  closing 
of  shops  engaged  in  the  business  of  Fancy  Goods  and  Sou- 
venirs and  also  those  engaged  in  the  business  of  Tobacconist. 

An  application  was  received  requesting  the  extension 
of  the  General  Hours  in  respect  of  Fancy  Goods  and  Souven- 
irs during  the  Summer  months  but  as  there  was  not  a 
majority,  this  was  not  granted. 
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During  the  year,  a talk  was  given  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  on  the  Shops  Act  and  in  particular  to  closing 
hours. 

The  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  continued  during  the  year,  and 
of  the  60  inspections  made,  two  were  in  connection  with 
closing  hours. 

Two  complaints  were  received  and  a number  of  con- 
traventions dealt  with. 

Young  Persons  Act 

In  one  case  an  employer  was  found  to  be  working  a 
young  person  longer  than  permitted  but  when  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  were  explained  to  her,  the  working  hours  were 
rectified  immediately. 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  six  licensed  sites  with  accommodation  for  194 
caravans  ; of  these,  115  are  residential  and  one  of  the  sites 
is  reserved  exclusively  for  camping  and  no  caravans  are 
permitted. 

Five  of  the  sites  have  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  and  all  are  provided  with  main  water  supply  and 
dustbins. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

These  places  of  Public  Amusement  were  inspected  dur- 
ing the  year  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  necessary 
reports  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes 
of  renewal  of  licences  in  respect  of  Cinemas. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  application  was  received  for  a Licence  to  keep  a 
Pet  Shop,  which  was  granted. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Three  enquiries  were  received  for  the  burial  of  the  dead 
under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  and 
in  one  case  only  was  it  necessary  for  the  local  authority  to 
arrange  for  the  burial. 

The  total  cost  for  this  burial  was  £23  9s.  7d. 

Refuse  Collection 

A twice  weekly  collection  of  House  Refuse  was  carried 
out  and  refuse  from  the  shops  in  the  main  street  collected 
daily. 

In  all.  623,652  calls  were  made  during  the  year. 

Three  vehicles  are  employed  on  collection  and  the  total 
mileage  covered  was  18,700  miles. 

Each  vehicle  is  staffed  by  a driver  and  three  ashbinmen. 
Absences  caused  by  sickness  amounted  to  44  weeks. 
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Due  to  mechanical  failures  and  for  the  purposes  of 
inspection  and  maintenance,  the  three  refuse  collection  vehi- 
cles were  not  available  for  60|  working  days.  On  these  days 
an  open  lorry  was  used  ; this  system  is  highly  unsatisfactory 
and  the  purchase  of  a further  refuse  collection  vehicle  must 
receive  serious  consideration. 

The  type  of  vehicle  which  I recommend,  is  the  rear  load- 
ing type  which  gives  as  near  the  ideal  of  dust-less  loading 
as  is  possible  with  conventional  vehicles  and  the  use  of  non- 
standard dustbins.  A vehicle  of  this  type  was  demonstrated 
in  November. 

Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  Tip  at  Trescobeas. 

Three  further  fields  adjoining  the  Tip,  comprising  3.635 
acres,  were  purchased  by  Agreement  for  £1,300  one  of  these 
fields  was  bought  into  use  on  2nd  July. 

During  the  year  a supply  of  main  water  was  provided 
for  the  washing  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  vehicles. 

A Bristol  Angledozer  and  an  Aveling  Barford  Dumper 
are  used  for  disposal  purposes. 

The  number  of  loads  of  refuse  disposed  of  is  as  follows 


Karrier  

1,319 

Commer  

1,220 

Seddon  ,... 

1,269 

Other  Council  vehicles  . . . 

307 

Hired  Transport 

3 

This  represents  approximately  6,181  tons. 

Salvage 

No  market  could  be  found  for  the  sale  of  Waste  Paper 
although  five  enquiries  were  made. 

However  in  conjunction  with  the  system  instituted  by 
Messrs.  T.  W.  Ward,  Ltd.,  Albion  Works,  Sheffield  and  the 
London  and  Southern  Joint  Scrap  Committee,  London,  the 
salvage  of  tins  was  carried  out  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  14-tons  1-cwt.  1-qr.  amounted  to  £56  5s.  Od. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

There  are  144  cesspools  emptied  free  of  charge. 

Two  men  are  employed  and  a 750  gallon  Bedford  Cess- 
pool Emptier  is  used. 

The  contents  of  the  Cesspool  Emptier  are  disposed  of 
at  three  points  in  the  Borough.  Two  other  emptying  points 
were  constructed  during  the  year  in  order  to  reduce  mileage. 

Mileage,  1955  8,151 

Mileage,  1956  7,176 
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Cost  of  Cleansing  Services 


1956/57  1955/56 


Refuse  Collection 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

Labour  ^ 

4,388 

10 

0 

4,621 

6 

5 

Transport  

Administration  and 

3,215 

2 

9 

3,319 

15 

9 

Central  Charges 

463 

0 

0 

584 

7 

10 

Plant,  equipment,  etc. 

97 

5 

9 

87 

19 

9 

£8,163 

18 

6 

£8,613 

9 

9 

Refuse  Disposal 

Labour  

1,289 

18 

1 

456 

2 

5 

Transport  

Administration  and 

1,141 

8 

2 

Central  Charges... 

253 

0 

0 

138 

8 

9 

Plant,  equipment,  land. 

etc.  

984 

16 

11 

232 

17 

3 

£2,527 

15 

0 

£1,968 

16 

7 

Income 

Hire  of  Plant 

18 

10 

0 

19 

5 

0 

Sale  of  Salvage 

56 

6 

0 

311 

11 

11 

£74 

16 

0 

£330 

16 

11 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Labour  

490 

11 

11 

403 

1 

0 

Transport  

Administration  and 

1,052 

3 

I 

1,398 

18 

9 

Central  Charges... 

156 

0 

0 

105 

17 

11 

Equipment,  etc. 

4 

11 

9 

£1,703 

6 

9 

£1,907 

17 

8 
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Comparison  of  Costs 


These  figures  are  based  upon  the  Public  Cleansing  Cost- 
ing Returns  for  1955-56  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 


Falmouth 

Falmouth 

Seaside  Holiday 
resorts 
Non-County 

1956/7 

1955/6 

Boroughs  1955/6 

Net  Cost  per  Ton 
Collection  . . . 

24.9s. 

27.5s. 

average 

33.8s. 

Disposal 

7.1s. 

5.1s. 

6.3s. 

Total 

32.0s. 

32.6s. 

40.1s. 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  Pop. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Collection 

467 

485 

524 

Disposal 

133 

90 

99 

Total 

. £600 

£575 

£623 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  premises 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Collection 

..  1,375 

1,434 

1,451 

Disposal 

392 

267 

275 

Total  ... 

£1,767 

£1,701 

£1,726 
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